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https://www.agupdate.com/midwestmessenger/news/livestock/livestock-software-apps-offer-options-for-usda-

traceability-requirements/article_3dbb30da-4ddb-11ea-b2cc-a3f232a370bd.html

Livestock software apps offer options for USDA
traceability requirements
By Jon Burleson, Midwest Messenger Reporter

Feb 12, 2020

Cows, such as this one wearing identity tags, can be traced and records kept using livestock management software.

Eventually, even its new-born calf will be marked and tracked using electronic identi�cation devices.

Submitted photo

With mandatory USDA Animal Disease Traceability rules on the horizon, livestock
management software has become more than useful, it has become necessary.
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According to a USDA announcement, official electronic radio-frequency identification
ear tags will be required as of Jan. 21, 2023. Fortunately, there are already several
software platforms from which producers can choose what is best for their operation.

The Livestocked app, by Livestocked LLC, is rated as one of the top eight software apps
for cattle producers. It offers multi-species and multi-breed herd and flock management.

“Our app is not just herd management software,” said James Cullis, marketing specialist
for Livestocked. “It’s business software.”

It is set-up to facilitate EID (840 tags) and simplifies cross-farm traceability. The
software can also put QR codes on packing beef, he said.

Another top livestock app is the Agritec app by Agritec Software. Primarily a swine
operation app, Agritec can be adjusted for many livestock species.

“Our biggest market is swine,” said Barb Jesse, sales and support for Agritec. “The user
can modify it for different species: Dairy, sheep, cattle, even rabbits (in Europe that’s a
thing).”

While not RFID-ready initially, the tremendous flexibility of the app allows it to become
EID-adaptable, she said.

CattleMax, by CattleMax software, is an industry leader in using EID with USDA
regulations, said Kristen Evans, software support representative for CattleMax.
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“Our app works with EID via an Excel file,” she said. “The CattleMax app also works
with Tru-Test gear and Allflex Livestock Monitoring platforms.”

While all three applications are capable of complying with USDA regulations, each
company offers distinct differences to ranchers, as well.

Cullis said Livestocked, which is focused on grazing operations, approaches herd
management from the business side of things. Producers can track how much money
each animal has invested in it.

“A lot of people don’t know how much and where money is going into their cattle,” he
said. “Understanding costs is key to a successful operation.”

Jesse said Agritec allows producers to customize data reports to their specific operation,
location and breed.

Mostly for cow-calf operations, CattleMax prides itself on being cattle producers
working for cattle producers, Evans said.

“We’ve had 21 years in the business. There’s not a problem our customers face that one
our staff hasn’t faced,” she said. “We are all working ranchers. I use CattleMax on my
herd.”
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Flexibility is the trademark for Agritec, Jesse said. Producers can customize and modify
reports and different methods of updating data. They can install the app on their own
computer or use cloud-based storage.

“They get a virtual desktop,” Jesse said. “It would also include a website address.”

Livestocked also has cloud service for housing data, Cullis said. With their app,
producers can track how many head were on a pasture and for how long over the past
year. It also has feed management capabilities.

Detailed reports about treatments, processing, health records and breeding can be
generated.

“Every time you tell the system what you’ve done, it records that info in several
separate data boxes,” Cullis said. “You can recall that data in various sets.”

With CattleMax, everything is cloud-based. The app will record all the basic
information cow-calf operations need to track, including herd rotation and the all-
important breeding records.

“The data goes into Excel files and does group updates. Ranchers can group cattle into
whatever sets need to be tracked together,” Evans said. “It can work with commercial
herds and registered herds or a mix.”

If ranchers wish, they can download the Tagmax app. It is a free app and an off-line
tool, Evans said. TagMax is an app that is designed for the Allflex RS420 stick reader
and LPR EID readers. This gives ranchers the ability to scan data quickly, she said.

Livestocked has a mobile app that allows a producers phone to automatically compile
data as the cattle move through the chute, Cullis said.

“Our mobile app is a time saver in the yard,” he said. “We’ve worked hard to simplify
for yard-work and collecting max data in real-time.”

Jon Burleson can be reached at jon.burleson@lee.net.
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Harriet Hageman

From: Harriet Hageman
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2020 2:44 PM
To: 'Vassallo, Nick (USAWY)'
Cc: Kara Rollins
Subject: New Developments -- USDA and APHIS
Attachments: Nebraska Cattlemen Article.pdf; Highlighted RFID ad from February 2020 Nebraska 

Cattleman.pdf

Nick: 

I have attached the magazine announcement from the February 2020 Nebraska Cattleman that we discussed today, 
along with such document with our notes identifying the few differences between the agencies’ latest policy 
announcement and the April, 2019 Factsheet.  Contrary to the representations made to the Court, USDA/APHIS are 
clearly moving forward with forcing RFID on livestock producers.  We therefore need a full retraction of these 
announcements in every publication, a prominent (and branded) announcement on the agencies’ websites, and a much 
more robust effort on the part of the agencies to ensure that the State and Tribal leaders are aware of their obligations 
to comply with the 2013 Final Rule (and the fact that they cannot force livestock producers to use RFID). 

Please let me know by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday February 26th as to whether the agencies are willing to enter into an 
agreement to correct this situation.  We plan to file a Supplemental Rule 60 Motion with the Court requesting relief 
from the Order Dismissing the Case if we cannot resolve this matter prior to that time.    

Harriet M. Hageman 
Senior Litigation Counsel 
New Civil Liberties Alliance 
1225 19th Street NW, Suite 450 
Washington, DC 20036 
Telephone:     (202) 869-5210 
Direct Dial:     (202) 908-6201 
Cell Number:  (307) 631-3476 
Harriet.Hageman@ncla.legal 

Follow Us! 
Twitter: @NCLAlegal 
Website: www.nclalegal.org 
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1

Harriet Hageman

From: Vassallo, Nick (USAWY) <Nick.Vassallo@usdoj.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2020 6:13 PM
To: Harriet Hageman
Cc: Kara Rollins; Novak, Sheila - OGC, Washington, DC; Kruman, Elizabeth - OGC, 

Washington, DC
Subject: RE: New Developments -- USDA and APHIS

Harriet: 
 
The following information has been reported to me:   
 
APHIS enters into cooperative agreements with every state to administer cooperative animal health programs.  APHIS 
has a cooperative agreement with the Nebraska Department of Agriculture that includes, among many other things, 
education and outreach activities for cooperative animal disease traceability programs.  The Nebraska Department of 
Agriculture arranged with the Nebraska Cattlemen’s Association to include this page in its Nebraska Cattleman 
publication.  The Nebraska Department of Agriculture did not vet this or request APHIS’s  prior approval prior to 
submitting it for publication.  However, because it includes USDA letterhead and logo, it should have done so.  After 
APHIS became aware of this publication yesterday, it reached out to the Nebraska Department of Agriculture and 
informed it that it should have gotten prior USDA approval before publishing this paper.  Unfortunately, APHIS was told 
that the Nebraska Department of Agriculture already paid to publish this in both the February and March editions of 
Nebraska Cattleman.  APHIS asked if it could be retracted from publication in March, but was told that it has already 
gone to press and that it is too late to pull it back.  
 
Given that APHIS did not know about this document prior to its publication, that it was published without APHIS’s 
permission, that APHIS attempted to prevent its publication in March, and that APHIS made its position clear by 
withdrawing the Factsheet and stating that it would go through a notice and comment process before implementing 
changes to the eartag requirements, the agency is not interested in discussing your demands.   
 
Nick 
 
Nicholas Vassallo 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
U.S. Attorney’s Office 
District of Wyoming 
P.O. Box 668 
Cheyenne, WY 82003 
307-772-2124 (Main) 
307-772-2123 (Fax) 
307-772-2978 (Direct) 
nick.vassallo@usdoj.gov 
 
      
 
From: Harriet Hageman <harriet.hageman@ncla.legal>  
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2020 2:44 PM 
To: Vassallo, Nick (USAWY) <NVassallo@usa.doj.gov> 
Cc: Kara Rollins <kara.rollins@ncla.legal> 
Subject: New Developments -- USDA and APHIS 
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Nick:   
 
I have attached the magazine announcement from the February 2020 Nebraska Cattleman that we discussed today, 
along with such document with our notes identifying the few differences between the agencies’ latest policy 
announcement and the April, 2019 Factsheet.  Contrary to the representations made to the Court, USDA/APHIS are 
clearly moving forward with forcing RFID on livestock producers.  We therefore need a full retraction of these 
announcements in every publication, a prominent (and branded) announcement on the agencies’ websites, and a much 
more robust effort on the part of the agencies to ensure that the State and Tribal leaders are aware of their obligations 
to comply with the 2013 Final Rule (and the fact that they cannot force livestock producers to use RFID). 
 
Please let me know by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday February 26th as to whether the agencies are willing to enter into an 
agreement to correct this situation.  We plan to file a Supplemental Rule 60 Motion with the Court requesting relief 
from the Order Dismissing the Case if we cannot resolve this matter prior to that time.    
 

 
 
Harriet M. Hageman 
Senior Litigation Counsel 
New Civil Liberties Alliance 
1225 19th Street NW, Suite 450 
Washington, DC 20036 
Telephone:     (202) 869-5210  
Direct Dial:     (202) 908-6201 
Cell Number:  (307) 631-3476 
Harriet.Hageman@ncla.legal  
 
Follow Us! 
Twitter: @NCLAlegal 
Website: www.nclalegal.org  
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